
 On April 7, violence erupted in several cities of Kyr-

gyzstan as thousands of angry citizens rallied to protest the gov-

ernmentôs recent decision to sharply raise the utility prices.  The 

crowds also expressed frustration over President Kurmanbek  

Bakiyev and his regimeôs corruption, nepotism, brutality, and 

imprisonment of opposition party leaders.  The hope for positive 

change, which the 2005 so-called Tulip Revolution had evoked 

in the people through the election of Bakiyev, had died. 

 When the protesters gathered around the Presidential 

palace in the capital city of Bishkek, riot police officers opened 

fire into the crowd, killing 88 and injuring nearly 1,000.  The 

crowd responded by vandalizing the streets and looting the pal-

ace and other surrounding buildings.  Concerned that anarchy 

would erupt, an interim government was quickly formed under 

the leadership of Roza Otunbayeva, a former foreign minister 

and ambassador to the United States.  She officially dismissed 

the President and his cabinet and has restored law and order.  

The President, who during the riots fled on his plane to his home 

district in the South, refuses to resign, while trying to rally sup-

port to do a comeback. Otunbayeva is promising to move Kyr-

gyzstan from oligarchy into a democracy with free elections to 

be held in six months.  The peace is tenuous, but increasing, as 

foreign powers are backing the interim government.    

 This little Muslim-dominated nation with a population 

of 5.3 million people, is of geo-political significance in the bal-

ance between the superpowers. The United States has an air-

force base there, through which troops and supplies are flown 

from the States into Afghanistan. Russia also has an air-force 

base in the country. Nearby China has economic interests in the 

oil and mineral-rich Central Asian region; thus, all three super-

powers are  motivated to see stability maintained in Kyrgyzstan.    

Please pray for the nation and people of Kyrgyzstan! 
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 The recent events in Kyrgyzstan mirror the events that took place in the country in Feb-
ruary 2005, when the then President Akayev was also ousted by the people, due to nepotism and  
corruption, except ð this time, there was blood in the streets!  The Kyrgyz people are again long-
ing for new government leaders who will rule with integrity and justice, and care for the welfare of 

the people and communities entrusted into their hands.   

 The issues in the country are not primarily geo-political or socio-economic, they are 
fundamentally moral ð arising from the issues of the heart. Psalm 144:5b states,  ñHappy are the 
people whose God is the Lordò!  Those who are committed to living out the Judeo-Christian 
faith as  expressed in the Word of God ð the Bible ð find peace and righteousness in their per-
sonal lives, in their families, their communities, and their nation!  The banner (see above) carried 

by one of the young men at the Bishkek conference, summarizes that truth! 

 Above all the wonderful things our ministry team experienced during our 2005 visit to 
Kyrgyzstan ï  encountering the young generation of believers in Jesus, impressed me the most!   I 
had an opportunity to meet with 25-30 beautiful, young professional adults engaged in academia, 
business, and politics (see picture on page 3). When I began speaking about the importance of 
each of them embracing their destiny and identity in Christ through their own language and cul-
ture, as God has laid down a unique aspect of His nature into each ethnic group, there was an 
eruption of excitement, and everyone began to openly share their thoughts and ideas.  They had a 
lot of questions.  I explained, ñGod has buried a pearl deep into the Kyrgyz heart, and you are the 
ones to dig to find it and share it with your people.  You are the generation whom God has called 
to redeem your culture for Godôs Kingdomò.  We had a fruitful, articulate dialogue on integrity, 

Translation of Banner above:  Jesus is King over All Nations 


