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HOPE IN FACE OF SICKNESS—SHELLI SELLARS’ BATTLE WITH CANCER

JANUARY 27
Well, I'm sitting here on the eve ¢
first big surgery, sipping broth from my b
"smile mug" and wearing my snuggly
"prayer shawl," thinking, "Yep, that's just
need tonight, a big smile and a pl@tgeof
‘em!" In other words, it's been a hard
You know how it is when you know som
but it doesn't become real until someone
says it? Of course, | know that when ¢
has metastasized, it's officially "Stage 4,
today was the first time my doctor used
words.... Needless to say, it hit hard. o

Joe and Shelli Sellars, just b eTheughdt'smhbean pasystado oSN §
~ am rising up and encouraging myself fu’/.’,’,’,’,’,‘;um'é

EXCERPTS FROM SHELLI SELLARSOJOURNAL IN HER OWN WORDS Lord, remembering His promises to m T !!y;,,!
love, His faithfulness, His care. | am not

JANUARY 21: HOPE is the word for this new race we're run-. =" " : ; : m
ning! Though finding cancer in my colon & lung has thrown gian %%‘%Sbgf;z%ﬁ;:g to bring me throth"TéAé}dol\/er it. | put the warning on the shelf -

dles in our path, it hasn't broken our stride, nor shaken the fact tha Him, to do with what He wanted, but | took 1
God loves us & plans to bring victory to our lives. We're runnir}eqn
win!... and we're going to finish with great joy! He's an awesome Q

& we trust Him as we race into His arms, knowing that, even Wheﬁ‘l ?/ ways! In fact, in late 2008, | he\ di% gqe et part. I 2007 1 had lout 1

running gets hard, H? is always good. ] amazing encounter with God at the lake, an din 2009 1 | ‘aht. br

When you think of the Sellars, one of the first words thgt told me that, in addition to focusing o sdu> 2M< ™" < ost more weight, bri
comes come to mind is "adventurous”. Well... we have found oursgdyg® my kids, my job for 2009 was to siA i&y| t?;ﬁ' Werl]glfgt loss Sng 2807 to 1
on a very unexpected adventure, the adventure of trusting GodpaBguse | watstanding before a physiga ndas: through knee injury, back injury, e\

having peace through a very difficult healthdmueancer, which  crisis which | wouldn't get through unless sgc/%\éering that I have a chromosome mutat
n

has metastasized to my right lung. healthy.Yes, He really said that to me! f_am 3 clotter, | neve;) gave l;]p' ! f()ludggt
'd had a nagging cough for several months which kept getjiag | really took it seriously. Now, | didn'ligs i (© getin even better shape. | did
worse and wasn't helped by any medications or treatment. | finally got unless” and I fully expect God to do the ¢
a chest xay, which led to all kinds of other tests and two biopsj through! I will survive this!!!!
resulting in the diagnosis that nobody ever wantsandesar an éc?r?eag;a?gvisno O;’gg"’hgn?r?d ?oyr r:r?:
As scary as that word is, we KNOW that God is good, the and 3]{0? th[()e entire Sellgdrs fargilyy V\g/’e toal
loves, and that He holds me in His hands! We KNOW that He is carried, like we're running this raice on sorf
ful and just and kind, that He's our ever present help in trouble one els:e's legs. Thank you so very much!!! \
that He will take good care of me! We KNOW that we are mor¢ )

i love you all and treasure every encouragi
conquerors, that we are-owerers, and that we can walk in peact : : ,‘
word, and every single act of service you

offered. It's so incredible that we're not runn
this race alone
JANUARY 28
Joe here. Just wanted to let you know
that Shelli is out of surgery, which went we

. When I'm not fighting my We%'i: ctive to heart and obeyed.
ions, | am completely convinced that tis No one. not even sudp@rdon

$S is not unto death. God's told me Iy 3%helli, can ever question whether or ni

=

I've certainly had my share of tearful and worried moments, I'
ing. As usual! A Iy smile doesn't come from the happiness aro
me... nor does it fade in the sadness that surrounds. It comes frg
assurance deep inside that | am loved and adored by a God wi
never ever let me doviNo, | don't understand nor like our curre X i
path, but | do plan to walk it (run it! hike it!) with my head held The primary tumor was removed with a fe
knowing that | am a child of the greatest King, and that He is & lymph nodes. She is in recovery, | should be
side!!!ll' It will be alright, no matter what.... Cont é. Vol. 27, Issue 2 Page 2



HOPE IN FACE OF SICKNESS From R.K.0s Co ) ale

This February marks a milestone in my per-

able to see her soon. Thanks for your prayers. | as an awesome bkonailge:l anucelgbeating Beingecaneen free af-
One more step down in our journey! though we have a puny $25,000 capped insuter having had breast cancer surgery five years THE
FEBRUARY 6 ance.. ] ago! The fifth year is a marker in cancer survival! BRIDGE

| made it successfully through m Bute today, I was r Ag Iwasttharﬁing li5yd foMthis] i get a mes- INTERNATIONAL
colon resecti on gy gie ﬁohdey 1€HF Ty ng dhsgq?éhagqﬁaﬂ {Bridye. gartheririy anissionar-
a fipoo bag, o m?eer{ b&t kO éWésV‘é %Ies l"@ has learned that she hametas- 13762 State Road 84, Suite 423
just fine! I16m alslh z an§e.y 0 &§ rhchh S Ipoéom ¢a brwhéclpl?s spreadl to her right €  Fort Lauderdale, FL 33325
anything else removed. Even though the &iMdHS tfating to say t he Ieast lung.” Joe and Shelli Sellarsand their two chil- ES'AI d Do
had fgrown through V\éogtl of al| even,though & [yarélciylar fren moued from the States to Germany in Aug. RaEger::uti\;e Directolil Ul ri
uterus and surroun {WC‘?XOS'S B Qeaerh ghoméslnq e &efr 518%9 nwgereotffey lived and worked among Ger-
malignancy are good, meaning, they thin L veews ve Ed eyneu t hs.u d diem | Yo vh.e Tel 19549160521 etu
left nothing behinfomMo -¢tddo € o 17d"n_ ' anr ar@“ { fotéréngans tol réluf toShé migsiort Fax 0549168740
what little they may have missed, the %é)m%t or 1's T Ufield 3 ﬁle'agt bnl asstsoRtermPbasis gseelour wébu ~ EMail .
should zap. Thatés 0@’ [can.a dOC}QF tlwl&spmeone away JUSt besite for more background info on the Sellars). TheBridge@Bridgelnternational.org

As for recovery®®Yes Ve *Wald" a ° IVJ | Pi 3¢y ?) Je¥Vend Shelidrel aydynBinfid poveesbigple W LINKING GOD'S PEOPLE TO
hurdles to jump. First, was my reactio F 3. ) of faith who enjoy challenges. They have a deep REACH THE UNREACHED

love for the young generation and a passion for
bringing the Gospel to them in a relevant, practi-
cal way that penetrates the global youth culture!
This is Shellids ultH
cently articulate, Shelli has written an open, hon-

the medications. Talk about loopy! So ¢
fact (slurred speech, sudden sleep, diz"* LIS @

Wedre on t hi

etc.), that | ended up getting another C
www.Bridgelnternational.org < JNeRER:

and another MRI in search of eviden
stroke or the spreading of cancer to m)¢

And, though a very smallstivke was di % est journal of her battle with cancer in which she 'R "4 shel 1i6s | purn
covered, they are not at all concerned A5 exposes her joy, fears, anger, faith, and hopeall | 4t ywww.caringbridge.org/
this fAabnormal a lmm‘a a Ipeing part of that journey. Here are excerpts! visit/shellisellars
more cancer! Talk about happy news!!! g», ‘

However, because of the MRI AR Unfortunatelyé itds not been an easy
nurses had to remove my staples early, sesWtt | i 6s Birt hday Cel eb Gdi{ licanrusuglly gramanto His stiengthaand reach for Him, strong and tall like an oal
ing in my healthy incision becoming infected. oday | 6ve been more |Iike a delicate fI

Ing’ to get of tho s of dall
And thatdés where (98 oflgk?en\z]o? (}?%SS dor?az% ( r at Pe:?stw% ThénRfdily, joy comes in the morning! And His mercies are new every day! The
pretty miserable, also emotionally. Very'f lbhave so ver qh to hesthagkfpldfas!! My hyshapd who takes such good care of
' B 8{) héteddd 9&L e ﬁ i
trating uté itos t o e &' e idh sCarlalnSce PRCking the infect

though 1o6ve had tof gattcyr @h £fq}a|,fg§»t 8 /8Ly tpaed it tly ki the cheek and tell
Lpe, ges Db 8 y tiptoes into my room, gently kisses me on the cheek and tells
these past couple days (amazing ho n?J?R i & much she Ioves me, restormg acceptance and love into my rejected heart... my neigt

pulls you down!), I m d br tyummy re ts aghdq flowers, watch |

gglme,GokéutiSIB;mgd fIIaGaIt 'ﬁ% |?eer13 Woortuhlhpnses)r(nt@an%dtr(])recjae|c|teedmého V|S|thre|g_ularlye wh

far already. We can beat this infection, tog!!!! Y tathough myeheart is screamlng inme ° 'nua Y e. my. mom Wwho . ' st .e ns. emi

pain,my mind knows that it knows that it So é€ though it is tough in Ilight of

FEBRUARY 12 knows that God has aianp5 6% andi Ble 6 j o mfewleral ways; pray conti nu

Wow! Today has been a really toth me out of the boat!... He 6 s s o meshtoamnces, for this is God's will for [ me
slap in the faceé géng use thigpaidfil prd)césstdi leat e =B t_o0o..........---—>—
Been super weepy all day, and the teatsfjust oncol ogi st who i|lsShjed dti GtigeragyHmé copteeveramfeiédred thousgrygl dollamn enormout

donodt seem to stoméngtdbesSSOGQUDS €r dayt dhswaesooneyrfar @ ypung family who has recently returned from the missiorgffield

marveling from the side of being miracutgusbart into alignment with that which | abroad. We have set up a fund forllfco

accepted by a fantastic general surgeadNG¥ to be true! Please mark your donati&336 Sellars Medical Fund.Thanks for your prayers!!
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ADDENDUM P. 1 —REFLECTIONS BY SHELLI Appenpum p. 2 —REFLECTIONS BY SHELLI

Preface by R.K. Ulrich: Friends, | 6m being totally honest
On February 11, a week plusafter her colon surgery, but the day before|she never once crossed my mind. | am so completely secure in His love for me that |
had been rejected for chemo therapy, Shelli wrote the reflections below in her jpurnabig picture for my tragedy must be amazingly good for me and for the ones | lov
She directs these exhorting words to herself and those who are struggling in keepifigr i e nd s , church body! ), or God woul d
faith through tragedy and trauma. | can relate well to the journey of faith thatfleads t hat 6 s our enemyods job!), rat her Hei
through the valleys of darkness and discouragement, across the mountaintopsfof hepey d He wants t o make me a bl essing t
and expectant joyé. right into our [Hepweahd hoodedotwnlRih Brace. Mieoaght would hAve hevet BxpetBadit oft /&

l'ives right at the point of tension biekdis mdenduftio AV thabilcin handid it, th& & WoRIA brib ohtd HisUssre
words come from that place; the medical community has good tools in doctgrs and , 5 g 5 e joy in the midst of horrible ¢

medicine which assist in the healing proogssut God is the ultimate Healer! He loves me! And good daddies never do bad things to their kids. They LONG for ¢

While walking the halls of UT (University of Tennessee) Medical Center yéatshiayone our heavenly daddy?...
became more and more aware of the many people in need, of the hopelessness and deispar about you? Are you so convinced
0s

on so many faces. It broke my heartéstorm, just knowing He with you? Or
| have hope! Even with pain in every step | take, | have reason to smile! gfbfwihd ' ni ng His love? Thatos where | W
cancer spoken over our house, | havhoétbrﬂ/d!e.r.s.tanij WihinSg e?rs ipfunlf%@entth'e ial‘?{@
Something tells me itoés noté a to prove myself. Had o0 be worthy.
' us of the marvelous gifts God has for
When the doctors first told me the news five weeks ago, all | saw in the halsomere HE i s ! ! | He canot rHESLOVEWe] He Bves H
older people, much older peopl e, peywh D&peritdyOCompiettly! Btenal9!l | f or gi ve me, Tfibe
seemed | was the only young and-\btatesperately sipkrson there. It was a com- fi Inowkhat in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have
plete mystery to me. Utterly baffl ipae talle®atdordinyPohis pufpdse. Whak théh [shalf e say in FeSponSeflto tHiz?
people of all ages and wal ks of | i f egodidfor@swhdlcantbe dgdinst us® Fid who ditl Aot spdiethis dwh Sofl, But gave Hi
quite good that 1 6m in much better supfrual Hdvail he Abfalsy, alond with hinegraciously bivie us@lPthingsa... ithe
Andé it could be. Think about how Gshal sepasate usffrometie dove ofdChrist2 SHallotroublé dr hamdship dr pelsécution ®r

1 He has always faithfully and lovingly led me through hard times in my/affting,qf nakedness or danger or sword? No, in all these things we are more than cor
though this is the biggest chal ”%fq{sghlé"“g*l‘ m,who 'Oé/‘iﬂ HSthO"f' Q%CQVH'QﬁedfFﬁ‘%t Beither geatly nor lifg, QE"
venturous and fearléAM BRAVE & COURGEOUS! ther angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neithe

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the

f He directed me on a journey of health, helping me lose over 100 pounds §\2@7 0 f God t hat i sRoi.n82&®E, 85s3B9. Jesus our

and, even more miraculous, malnqainglﬂose moredver the past '[\I\(O He loves me (US!... and that includes you, too!) so much that He actually prepar
years, bringing me to a place of great fitness. | was teaching aerobics giid §ifiit challenge. He left nothing undone in giving me the tools | need to succ

ing for half marathons before all thiAMItPHYSICALLY STRONG! though | candt yet begin to see the enc

1 In Fall 2008, He even warned me of a physical crisis to come, instructing e twa i t i ng on me. Andé there is for vy
stay healthy at al |l AMWALKING NKNOWLW® Y Ed T Agle&r e.hrroiugghnto njotw, reaching out |
EDGE & OBEDIENCE! you. He WILL hold your hand through t
side. Just keep your eyes on Hi mé and

EHSO !
. He made me a person of laughter and b SE JOY_' ] ~_ iThe LORD is my shepherd, | shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in
1 He brought me to a place of great support and help, giving me a fantagjiedapstures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me
and an incredible group of friends all over tHeAMDNOT ALONE! paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Even though | walk through the valley of tt
9 Andé most i hAM COMVINCER ORHIS LLOVEEMany Shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
people out there would hear t heCOReLME Youprepare table before me in the presgnce,of ”éy_leziﬁlm'%-e\(@“iarﬂp
0

my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the

tion Goddbés | ove?
Wh' ) OV wh i n days of my life, and | will Phwesl in th
at a A out Y ous en a .t ' ngs a R/lgy%/onLWnd ptfacee ané r{as{or%ltiton %()tda){.WﬁﬁeveF.you'Pﬂsa b8 ffactlnéa, Soodﬂe
wrong?0o6 or AWhy is God puni sd¢oitng @gn’{tsoway”” el "you ge e pic Lols/lé§helli



