
 Yesterday (July 12) was the six month mark since an earth-
quake, measuring 7.0 on the Richter Scale, shook Haiti, killing app. 
280,000 people, leveling 190,000 homes, and making 1.5 million peo-
ple instantaneously homeless.  In the wake of this catastrophe - for a 
few weeks - Haitiôs tragedy dominated the airwaves, and the world 
community mobilized and reached out with compassion to the belea-
guered island.  US$5 billion dollars was committed to immediate relief 
aid, and long-term plans were made to the rebuilding of Port-au-
Prince, the capital city, in which the majority of the population lives. 

 Having worked closely in partnership with people on the 
ground in their relief efforts in the aftermath of the war in Kosova 
(1999) and the Indian Ocean Tsunami (2004), I was not surprised to 
watch Haiti follow in the same path as the two ð after a few months, 
ñdonor fatigueò set in.  The global communityôs compassion dissipated 
as the media turned their attention elsewhere and Haiti vanished from 
the headlines, but ð although the plight of the Haitians faded from the 
news ð their struggles did not.  

 Today, and in the next few days, Haiti is back in the news for 
a short time, again. Journalists and other officials have returned to  
make an evaluation of the improvements that should have taken place 
since the earthquake. The news are not encouraging. One newscaster 
concluded that the situation for Haiti at large, is worse now, than then.  
Only 2-5% of the pledged funds have actually been contributed; many 
of the relief organizations are hanging on to their funds for long term 
use. There is absence of leadership, disorganization, land disputes, 
customs delays. The masses of uncollected rubble, makes many major 
streets almost impassable, causing much of the relief aid to remain 
stuck in warehouses, thus, not benefitting the people.  Although there 
are also many foreign individuals and agencies who are doing effective 
mercy ministry in Haiti, the population is still in desperate need of help! 
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Sign at entrance of Enmanuel Damusô Orphanage 
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