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How SHouLD WE THEN LIVE?

It was the
fall of 1969 at the stu-
dent forum of Bergen B
University in Norway.
The auditorium was 2
packed with over two f ‘ S 2 \
hundred students: %&».1.
lively and engaged. Steve and R.K. Ulrich 2009
The debate was intense and passionate. On the platform sat a panel
consisting of six students who took turns trying to overturn each
other’s points-of-view through convincing arguments. At issue were
one’s ideologies and worldview.

| had been invited onto the panel to represent the Judeo-
Christian worldview, as | was studying toward an MB in Christian Edu-
cation, and was a member of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship.

When it was his turn, one of the debaters, a zealous Commu-
nist, kept waiving Mao Zedong's Little Red Book (widely distributed on
campus) while proclaiming with dramatic rhetorical style his Humanis-
tic ideology: Man — being inherently good at the core — is the meas-
ure of all things. Evil originates from an unjust society. Social justice
brought about by revolution of the masses, will remove evil, i.e. the
class system, resulting in the proletarians creating a utopian society in
which people live in perfect harmony and peace without war, jealousy,
greed, or selfish ambition — a result of everybody being equal, having
equal opportunities, and equal ownership in all things.

When my turn came to rebut his statements, | said, “The
society you describe is bound to fail!” “Why?” he shot back. “You have
excluded the most important component in the universe: the living God
as revealed in the Word of God — the Bible! You have also failed to
recognize man’s true nature — he is born self-centered and sinful. The
Bible states that the heart is desperately wicked; it can only be
changed by regeneration through God’s righteousness and love, which
is received by repentance and faith in the redemptive work of Jesus
Christ, who was without sin. The change is from the in-side-out, not
from the out-side-in. Transformed people transform society — soci-
ety does not transform people’s hearts!

The 1961 launching of the first man into space from Russia,
heralded the progressive Soviet Communist system a great success,
while the fact that tens of millions killed and displaced by Stalin, was
ignored. In 1969, Communist China launched the Cultural Revolution;
the fact that the regime tortured, killed, and starved to death 3 million
intellectuals, artists, and people of faith, was not yet known.

My opponent and | agreed to revisit our worldviews in thirty
years, to determine who was right. | never saw him, again. Through an
unconfirmed source, | heard that he had followed his convictions, left
his studies in Norway, joined the revolutionary freedom movement
somewhere in South America, where he disappeared. Forty years
later, Steve and | have witnessed time and again the power of the Gos-
pel transforming people and communities in many nations!
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words of Psalm36:%or i n You (Lord) is the
It seems that the last days events as desbfilaed breilattingnddrfold
exact timing is not known to man;
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...Cont. Be prepared fi read Matthew 24 and Luke 21. Jesus exhorted his followers,
AWhen these things begin to take pl_
dempti on i(kukeRt:28wi ng near O

Therefore, let us be firm in faith, bold in witnessing, honest in all matter
and conduct, committed to the Word of God, quick to forgive, slow to anger, er
love, generous in giving. Pray for Israel, and the peace of Jerusalem, and supy

who bring the Gospel to the nations! Blessings, R.K.
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