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ANDREW VINCENT @ POINTING THE WAY FOR KALMYKS FROM BUDDHISM TO FAITH IN JESUS

Andrew and Diane Vincent with their two children in 1985 and 200

The limited space in this Bridge Report does not
give justice to the amazing past and present history of the
Kalmyk people and the story of the courageous young
American couple who bravely went with the Gospel to Kal-
mykia while still under Communist rule. So much more can
be said, but we will share more on this at a later time. Here,

I introduce you to Andrew (Andy) Vincent and share a few
details from a conversation with him which will help set the
stage for Sarangds subsequent

Andy was born and grew up on a farm in Oregon.
As a young man, he was capti
book about his Bible smuggling behind the Iron Curtain. He
was ignited with a call to go to Russia with the Gospel, but it
took from 1970 till 1985 before this call became a reality.
0God was refocusing and shar
time, as | learned that there were 130 unreached ethnic groups
wi t hi n Rus slh the npeanwahilee he. miarried his

0And you al so

the gospel of your salvation. Having
lieved, you were marked in him with a sg¥
the pr omi s eEpheslansd 1y13 ¥

| bring you greetings from yol
brothers and sisters in Christ who live
Kalmykia!

Once you read my story and the §
of my people, you will understand why
greetings are so precious to me. You
g/asnot too | ong agd ‘
ers or sisters in Christ who could pass on the%m:lrew Vincent and Sarang Badeev today
greetings in my nation. For many generation
we have been a people outside of this il

those who are #fAin Y & thi (—? é
not only by Communism, but by bondag e W'tth much loy% was SO fufl Ofﬁ a:

this unseen government whose leader is {RY-eyifist as Jesus beXamS flesh and live
one, Satan. We lived in darkness withof’i‘t N9 us, nay C ame

iword of Trutho if2bhPOonedhq !

[Jesus] was in the Russian language, bqp'\§ Otﬂar_]tef\],éscjt Velatz ﬁ’)r\‘/'é’ ;fterrlqo% I(t)ebior?znv‘
fewt Bibles wera douryd, eyem amoagy thes “},H Ay P . p

sians who lived among us Kalmyks. dved hintin rétum” He is our postle.

ﬁke heaven on earth for h|m But finally |

uring g g8zeptury, my, people
hveaat l:}dt:I t‘ﬁn? Ss; BY, ra\)/VtoF; %F) %’gf@ ’%’ %: troygg gfhés\}ﬁﬁpﬁe ed bal%a
was fAincluded in C |n mmu n

my people, were added to those in Chrls,[surwved under his tyrénny or ‘/megarslwt Wi

efore Communlsm fell that the very fir

p e n iThege camg a man fsom dmerice) n&nd Anbr8wA\lincent, came to us. F
%

brought this Word of Truth. | only learne h I h
later from him, that he was like Jonah. H Pé ed- t emGIospe Wlt signs and wonde

college sweetheart, had two children, and completed a Wy- to us with this me ﬁe?yg,eand Q;&hgms q),I, the S“r‘ré’ﬂe{s motﬂ
cliffe college course in Bible translation. swal | owe o teyama tofus, BAlyAes “at weddings and funerals, and our b
When the time was right i | went over Sbee%agse qf B'S ICRI% gr my peoplel but Pﬁ[turel events to the Preslgent andl?e Mdayo
mykia, not because | loved the people, but rather for fear that | | d t h K 0s K ov thler% were groups of almyk
woul d be I|Iike Jonah, in dlssobedlencee ad . pfc%lsnahs al overo Theygretoin homes and
When Vincenfil awmaisvedeéated i indew Ioved his I|fe in Orego&uhled the Bible. Andy loved to lead us in

star. Still under Communism, | was the first visitor to Kal-
mykia from the West since 191 the beginning of the Revo-
| ut i dms!flang the doors open for sharing the Gospel,
from the President, on down to the rural villagers. Vincent
evangelized, baptized, discipled the young believers, taught
the Word, helped the nationals plant churches, and initiated
the translation of the New Testament in Kalmyk! In short
Andy did the works of an apostle, which he is affectionately
called by the Kal myk

b edomt.e ver f

singing to the Lord. As these groups grew,
they gathered for meetings in our large na-
tional library. The Lord brought me to these
meetings and | received Jesus.

With such beginnings, we had large

Bible studies and began spreading the goc

news of Jesus Christ everywhere. With th

encouraging power of the Holy Spirit, we wel

mablké to follow Andyds
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THE KALMYK PEOPLEGS JOURNEY TO FAITH IN JESUS From R. K. 0s Ca

The Lord, with such beginnings, The Kalmyks, from the time of the Fifteen years, ago, sitting at my desk in ~ U S
opened for us the vision to bring this salv&aBfisiéan influence, have had a monotheistic Bridge office, | received a phone call from @regeri. |
all our people. mindsetEven our Buddhist lamas admit to thismy name iandy Vincentl have just permanently re THE

We have a village church, not toé@g;efore the teaching in the Bible about tarned from livingkiaimykia where | have been shar- BRIDGE

from our capital city Effsta. This village reator God was easy for us to accept. ing the Gospel_with the Kalmyk peopbaving never ~ INTERNATIONAL
church started with God doing miracles and Our people have come to the Living'eard about this ethnic group, | had a lot of ques*i~ne

healing to confir m Gpdisamazng wape \@ry plé Rersann q‘g".hotaheéhﬁ]Ka'my'.‘s and where do they live? As|E oo oie 0 iar siite 423
from the most difficult of sicknesses. We &gsiMed Jesus because she remembered ™S qui€t, unassuming way shared his story on thigeeuges Lauderdale, FL 33325
enced the power of God! But the most tfggoihe Kalmyks long ago before Buddhism | was deeply moved and impressed, recognizing t USA

. ' . i i i talking to a man who had operated as an apostl - |
tant thing was that the Word of Truth fille@gsubelieved in the BibleAnother woman Ragnhild K. Ul r|

hearts and minds. from our church came to faithhaftenother, true megning of the_ Biblical definition! We exc Executive Director
_ before going into a comma, proclaimed information and, at his request, | placed him on ot
e that wacitionaly ave Tibetan BudddiudY tha all needed to believe in Jesus the maling st Fax D349168740
Fn the 12 century )':he Kalmyks embrace rist. Her daughter was saved after that Fastforward fifteen years. The other day, ax EMail:
L . . iracle. called, again, and was surprised that | had not fi TheBridae@Bridgelnternational.or
Christianity from the Nestorian (Assyrian of him. Could we partner together in helping serve ti ge@Bridg -org

ing church and their paStoangBadeevin Kalmykia? Lg\g;’gg ?,3,?3/\/’;’2%5520
After immersing ourselves in learning about the
talking with Andy, his Bifene and Sarang, then pray-
ing togetheiSteve and | have decided to enter a pagg
ship with thenwe are honored to be included in sefd
ing them as they serve the only Buddhist people
group in the Western hemisphere with the Gogp
We invite you to join us in this partnership with Lrd the building of the wor-
prayers and finances for the Kalmyk believers! ship center |foi
t

I trust you wi || N dhifrch, pledsd marktie O §
about his and his peophemdobyoufgifcdiss KaA-9 |
After a time, Andy began to be interrdfaith in Jesus Christ through one obedient American! myk Church Building.

eﬁci by the authorities (former KGB). They «gkgh

ﬁmegf?t him to continue his missionary work, s@ont. After Andy left, the difficulties from the KGB continued toward us. They triec
hey tried to entrap and deport him. Thays down many times by removing our registration, and forcing us out of meetings. B
w (ggd him to break the law, but did not sugaved us. We did not lose our faith which the Lord gave us tHbmsgiité\tfty persecu-
tion, we continued to preach. In time, new people came to Christ and became leade
Andy, with the help of some in the our church and started new churches in Kalmykia. So from our church, six new churc

They wanted to accept the teachipgs \, o0an 1o translate the Bible into the and many Bible studies have been born. They are located in different parts of Kalmy

of the Lutheran Reformation which ca 10 . ;
- We want our whole nation to be saved!
them by four Swedish offiCEng KalmykngImyk language. In our church were lin

King requested 100 evangelists to co Wists and writers who helped him with the Since last summer, the building we rented in the capital city is no longer ave
f ranslation. Now, for the first time, we have aple to us, so presently, we are a homeless church. The outsiders look upon us :
rom Sweden. But because of the Rus » SO P Y : P ¢

Kan :
war with Sweden [1786], they were no?ﬁ‘e New Testament in our mother tongue.  sect. The official stance by the Russian government is to back the traditional religi

Wedre on t hi
www.Bridgelnternational.org

If you want to contribute to-

the East) churctOur people were guards fg{
Genghis Khan and participated in his conﬁ
across Asia and Europe. But after some‘
the Nestorian (Assyrian) Christians, inc

choose another acceptable world religion .

able to send them. From this time forward, In 1996, Andy placed me as a pastotvhich are Russian Orthodoxy for the Russians and Buddhism for the Kalmyks.
Tibetan Buddhism became the official refgd shortly thereafter returned to the USA. Part of our cultural way of thinking is that, to seek truth, it will be found in
ion of the Kalmyk people. From then on, he was not permitted to retunffth o | y bui | dingo, |ike a faith center.

One group of Kalmyks move(ﬁ Imykiags the Russian government placed God to provide us such a place. One of our members has provided a private propert

Southern Russian where they settled Oé‘ie 5?263 :ntt):ac;:f; ?gemésusgggiriﬁz dvt\;frlgti\:)vgre which we can build a Bible school and a worship center. Although our church is rick
NortHWest shores of the Caspian Sea. y . faith, we are poor in money. Perhaps God will move your heart to partner with us in
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