
“The Word 
of God 
shall go 
forth as 
the waters 
cover the 
sea” .  

Hello, my 

name is 

S t e p h e n . 

My wife, 

Sophia, and 

I, moved to 

the Republic 

of Georgia 

nearly 16 

years ago. 

This verse 

from the Word of God is both our desire and our goal 

wherever we are and wherever we go. This is how it 

has been for us since the beginning. 

  About us. Sophia is from a small country, The 

Netherlands, located on the west coast of Europe. She 

grew up in a village where she could look out of the 

back window of her house and see 13 windmills happily 

spinning, carried along by the breeze. She was a physi-

cal therapist by profession. I came along from across 

the ocean, from a small town called Peekskill, NY, lo-

cated along the rolling mountains on the banks of the 

Hudson River.  I worked in the quality control field at a 

company called I.B.M. 

 While driving to work one night in the early 

1980ties, the Lord spoke to me saying: ”consider Is-
rael”. As I result I found myself during the next 14 

years or so, reaching out to the Jewish people, both in 

America and Israel.  While in Jerusalem, I picked up a 

tulip, Sophia.  Every year with her in the Lord, gets 

better and better. Our love runs deep! 

 What would they like to do? “Just spend time with you — we like to do prac-

tical things for people we visit — is there anything I can do for you?” Steve asked, 

turning to my husband.  So, while trimming trees and fixing odds and ends in our 

home, the short Steve took the tall Steve on a journey into the hearts of the Georgian 

people, sharing stories of faith and courage, and testimonies of God’s miraculous in-

tervention of love and care toward them and the believers there.  Sophia and I did 

what women do… we shared our hearts with one another!  We all talked a lot, laughed 

lot, ate a lot… and prayed!  They transmitted to us a fresh love for the Georgia people! 

 On the last day of their visit, Steve said, “Now, we’ve got to go to the Mall!”  

I was thrilled — finally something for them!  Both Steve and Sophia put on T-shirts 

with the letters JESUS printed in large letters across the front.  They then walked the 

hallways of the Mall, sharing the Gospel with anyone they met… and they were 

many!  They returned empty-handed with things, but hearts full of joy and concern for 

the people they had met.  Steve and Sophia came to us as partners and missionar-

ies  — but we left one another as friends! 

 The reason I detail this visit a bit, is that their stay showed who they really 

are — immediate, warm, servant-hearted, serious in their relationship with the Lord 

while exuding the radiance of God’s presence, always ready to share their faith and 

resources with others with unwavering integrity while identifying with the people they 

serve — two ordinary people called together by God to do extraordinary things!   

 In prior issues of The Bridge, I have featured the Schmalz’ life and ministry,  

as well as the Georgian Pastors we help support.  This time, I wanted you to hear from 

them in their own words, so Steve has written this update.  Please pray for them as 

they return back to their home in Georgia’s capital, Tbilisi.  Mark donations to 

them: 8337 Georgian Workers.                                   Blessings, R.K.   
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 The phone rang, “Hi, this is Steve.  We have 

been given a car to use, so we will come to see you 

for a few days”… direct, simple and practical… the 

hallmark of Stephen (Steven) and Sophia Schmalz’ 

approach to life!  My Steve and I were delighted - 

finally, we would finally meet this precious Dutch/

American couple with whom we have partnered for 

nearly 12 years in serving indigenous pastors in the 

Republic of Georgia.  We knew them by voice and 

written communication, but we had never met in per-

son!    Every four years, Steve and Sophia return to 

the States and Holland from Tbilisi, Georgia’s main 

capital, for a few months of sabbatical to visit family 

and friends and get some R/R.  This was good timing!   

 We offered them the usual vacation pleas-

ures for weary missionaries — what about a couple of 

days on the beach… or a trip to one of Orlando’s 

many theme parks… perhaps some money to spend at 

the large discount mall up the road?  They declined. 

“We have all the clothes we need — stopped by a few 

thrift stores on the way down”, said Sophia (she is 

well dresses, by the way).   

Steve with Stephen and Sophie on our front 

porch in South Florida. Sophia is dressed in a 

Georgian national  costume.  



WHY THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA? 

 The value of a drop or water is 

higher and much more needed in the 

desert then in the ocean.  Spiritually, 

the Republic of Georgia is a dry and 

desolate land. This is why we chose to 

spend the rest of our lives there.  

 In the early 1990ties, Sophia 

and I participated in numerous outreach 

trips into the former Soviet Union. A 

love from the Lord Jesus filled us to the 

point where we decided - let’s just leave 

our jobs, go overseas and live there for 

good! It has been for more good than we 

ever imagined!  In comparison, our lives 

in the west was like a drop of water in 

the ocean.  Jesus is not only Lord, but 

He is the Lord of putting a hunger within 

us to want to go into a dry and weary 

land, that we may share the riches that 

He has placed within us! 

 FROM PAST TO PRESENT 

 Sophia an I are only two people. 

What can two people do in a country of 

about 5 million? Very much, is the an-

swer. Without the Body of Christ, we’re 

nothing but two people. With the Body 

of Christ, we have been able to move 

mountains in people’s lives!  

 Thanks to the Body, we have 

been able to go to orphanages for the 

past 16 years and reach out to thou-

sands of children. Thanks to the Body, 

we have been able to go to villages 

throughout the country with village pas-

tors and give presentations of the Gos-

pel of Luke right in the middle of the 

streets. The Body of Christ is directed 

by Jesus, Himself, and we have relied on 

Him year after year.  There are faithful 

people who are looking to assist in any 

way possible to see the life, glory and 
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the Word of God spread to every hungry 

person on the planet!  This is the calling 

and the function of the Body of Christ.  

 We want to honor Steve and RK 

for the faithfulness, dedication and as-

sistance they have displayed to many of 

us at the other end. Their labor in the 

background — with your help — has 

equipped, not only us, but many others, 

to do what would not have been possible.  

Steve and RK, we love you and all your 

partners out there. We join our praise 

and thanks for you with many others! 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES 

 Some time ago, we 

received a phone call from a 

fellow Russian believer, An-

dre. He told us that he saw 

Bibles at the nearby toilet-

paper factory being used to 

make toilet paper. We went 

with him to confirm his 

story.  It was true.  

 After discuss-

ing this situation with 

the manager, we were 

told we would be able 

to have about 17 pal-

lets of New Testa-

ments in the Russian 

language released to us, 

if we would collect an equal amount of 

scrap paper for their replacement.  We 

did so, and received the Bibles.   These 

New Testaments were transported from 

the West into Georgia in 1995 and were 

sitting dormant in a custom’s depart-

ment for about 14 years. Jesus had His 

eyes on these Bibles all these years!  

 In various places where we live, 

Jesus has directed us to distribute this 

accurate presentation of Himself to 

village people who say they follow Mu-

hammed. Many of them understand the 

Russian language, and in some 

cases have prayed to receive 

the gift of Salvation.  We 

appreciate your prayers! 

 Thousands and thou-

sands of these NT’s have 

been distributed to a people 

who have not had an accurate 

presentation of Jesus. 

Now they do. The 

Scriptures say that 

the Lord will pour out 

His Spirit on all flesh. 

It is happening! And 

with that, the Word of 

God is going forth as 

the waters cover the 

sea!  

              Steve Schmalz 
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We make the 3rd floor of our home available for a Kurdish Sunday School & an Armenian Bibleschool. 

  

  

Distributing physical & spiritual food, 

bringing home delicious Georgian bread! 


